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pn. betore t’hc scene was stable and safe,
sccording to Sawyer. The other fire depan-

ments

stayed at the station to help them

brought 1 by Police Chief Bob
Huntingtos.

The Welches left by late afternoon 1o
get Anoa, I8, their danghter o semior al
Wihconah Regional High sohool, They det
not wisnd Ber 16 homse 1 ths situation, Theis
neighbors, the Strasbergs, who came down
carlier having seen the smoke from their
home, offered therm their guest cottage for as
tong as they needed. Before they had kefi,

Rew. Dougles Small arrived and had a check

in their hands from the Cengregational

Church to help in whatever they needed.

Alter collecting Anma and retumang & the
Strashergs, evervthing had been set up for
thern, They called Lioned, 20, their son, whi
wies at S Michael s College in Burfington,
W B s

' By day's end, many resadents in oown

learred of the fire and were seeking infor-
madion on whar they could do for the family.
Clathes had been dorated and other items.

What was lost

A woek later, during a sebephone infer-
_view with Marion and LE, they tlked about
“ihe events of day and what they 'Amdmng
now, Their bome held a lot of memories
Marion sasd. “Lionel was bom in the Living
room, 105 predty o oo ook at it [the bamit

remains] now,” she said. Both said tat it

was only sfl and sl can be replaced. Bue

~ Country Journal = Thursday.

WORTHINGTON FIRE

Sfrom page 1

toned 3 box alirmy @1 appeoximately 10:30
wam. (1P iy o Worthington Firefighter.) It
was his address——248 Patterson Road,
Justamere Tree Farm, Koowing Markon wes
heme, be teade 2 quick dectsion 1 po the
station aned et one of the line tacks. There
he met Firefighters Jack Millman and
Richard Sawyer. Sawvyer, u licutenant,
wotdld be the scene commander.
The bouse was fully engulfed as seen
froen the mad way before they amived. The

power Tines were dowa, bot WMECO

asrived and verified that the lines were dewd.
» Mutual aid from the fire departments in
Chesterfield and Curmmsington wrived as
well. They worked on the bouse and worked
on keeping the surrounding trees and

propane tanks cooked. LI siid, "It wasnt

that easy {10 work on his own hoose™ He
saiet that there had beea no shostage of fuel
mfbrmwwmmwmﬁemhmd
the cook stove wond was stacked in prepars-
tion o winger,

Water was continuonsly brought in to
e seeae from the Prentice Road Pord and
poel. Sawyer said that Goshen Air Truck
arrived to supply air tanks. Hilltown
Commugily Ambulance armved 1o be on
Hann, st incise, They kegd the fine fighters
supplied with drinking water all day long.
{Later w the allermoon, they took oo firg
Tighiter 10 the Bospital die o smoke, accod-
g 1o Sawyer] George Propane arived 1o
disoonmeet the gas tanks and blow off the

v

Murioar and TP watched as the house
burned down 1o the ground, T knew they
were doing the best they coukd” Marion
sl fater. Accoading o one fire fighter, sev-
eral sitwations were aguinst them; « fire m
the haserment, the wind that fanned the fire
and the open space of the first foor allowed
the fire to expand quickly, Throughout the
day, Tiefighters coming home from work,
amved at the soene o asist. B ook uniil 5
pan before the scene was sable and safe,
avconding W Sawyer. The other fire depart-
ments mwd at xh:: station W hc&p thcm

ngin,

The %khﬂ left by fre afterwon (o
get Anma, 1, their davghier a semior at
Wabconah Regomal High scheol, They did
ot want bes o honse o ths situataon, Thels
neiphbves, the Strashergs, who came down
earlier baving seen the smoke from their
howse, effened them their puest cotiagee for as
b as they neaded, Before they had kefi,
Kev. Douglés Small arrived and had a chick
ta their hands from the Congregational
Church to help in whatever they needed.
After collecting Anna and recamang w the
Strasbergs, everything had been set up for
e, They called Liongl, X1, their son, who
wirs af St Michael's College n Burlington,
VT

» By day's end, many residems in wown
Seirned of the fine dnd were soeking infor-
Teuatson on what they could do for e family,

anl bt MMrm.Amﬂm‘mﬁﬁm
set up in the reading room. Civer ame hun-
dhredd dhotlirs waes donated. On Sanrday, D01
9, the Waathington Fire/Rescoe s up trucks
at the Disposal Site aod Corners Grocery

there were treasuncs, One treasure was
Madm's grandfather's fiddle, JP. wid that

her prandfather ol toured Minnesota play-
mg o that fikdle and Manon.awas fesmmg
heav to play i, 1P thought of e pocket
watteh Lionel had in a small glass case. It
wies Lionel's gread wonifather's wasch, 1R
said that Lionel had been named after the
st The watch itself wus nothing expen-
sive, but it was a family piece and had
“LIONEL" written on the back. Both said it
was the serapbooks thit they missed, LP.
thought because the kids grew up in town
thitt people would have pictures. He ssked if

people could share them, they would greatly.

appreciate . Maron sad someone had
already given them a serap book, They body
fielt bad about the awards and wrophies

Lionel had from crosscountry skiing wmd

Anna husd for rmk.mammm
some of items could be eplaced.
Help from Evervwhere 5
“Wcmwlhmkﬁﬂfmmmﬁmmg
Marion sad. LP said, “People have been
unbelicvable. Other people had offered us
plices o live” The outpouring of funds and

donations may have overwhelmed the

Welches, but they have graciously a
people’s intentions, 110 aail, “Peop

fe do
what they G, ‘Fhey it e their detfer.
enees and belp” Sy Lewss, a soa of 3
facily friend, s their booth this woekend
at the Ashfield Pall Festival, “We weren't ap
to i 1P Said Ty sold Broores [hamd
masde from 1P for them and there were no
stups-—all gose i the fire, Marion sud a
custormer, who bad casfior parchused a log of
ber handmade soaps, bmugﬁt ﬂwm Tack so
she wold

dedn T know m family bm ﬁwyf on
Harvey road.” Ao’ gmirq’mh W
Berkshure Eagle archives and copicd oows-

praper stories on the track fean, put bogether

an athum, and bighlighted Anna®s name,

Amanda Dewey, 11, wha has kaown the
Welches, was helped by clas

Novo, 12, both sixth ¢ mem it (:at::vm)'
WMM‘

L

M&w&owm "We're ot going to
do anvtiung nght e, We're gaing o think
about it o quick decioons,” Marioa saud.
They mre in contact with the msirance Com-
pany and still working at theie farm.
Continuing, “People have been 50 generous,
bt we s longer nood clothes wnd we won't
need any Furaishings or household items at
this time, We're just going 10 figure out
where do we go from hees,” Marson con-
chudod,
Funds

mwm'm.mwu

- an album, and highlighted Anna’s name.

Anmanda Dewey, [1, who has known the
Welches, was ta.lped by ci.tmtmtr Aidan
Nowvo, 12, both sixth

aammt}mw&hnﬁmn %mm hun
et diollors wis donated. On Saooday, Ot
9, the Worthingion Fire/Rescue set up trucks
af the Disposal Site and Comers Grocery
and ook ap o collection for the Wel

Where do we po from here?

The Welches have taken thee offer of the
cottage for the winter. “We'ne nat goang
do anyihing right now. We're going o think
about it...n0 quick decisions,” Marion said.
They are in contact with the insurance com-
pany and still working at their farm.
Contining, “People have been so gemeros,
Mmmimgm mam and we won't
mesedd any furmshe shold iterms
this time, We're just gmng m ﬁgm ot

where & we po from here,” Mariaon con-

The Worthington  Fire/Rescue
Association will collect donations for the
Welches. Check should be written o the
Warthington Fire/Rescue Association with a
node for the Welches Fire Fund, The First
Congregational Church is also taking dona-
_bons, Chiecks should be sent 1o the church
Twting the donations are for the Welches
Fore Poad. There & also o collection jar @
CW ffﬁtcm}f




