U. S. POSTAL SERVICE DEPT., OFFICE OR| [ apPROVAL
ROUTING SLIP ROOM NO. i P
T0: "Pete Packard - 4 L] comment
1 Postmaster, Worthington,|MA 01098 [] see me
(] as requesTep
- O] inFormaTION
[C] rReaD AND RETURN
(] ReaD AND FILE
3 [J NECESSARY ACTION
[J invesTIGATE
4 [J rRecommenDpaTiON
(] PREPARE REPLY
5
FROM: Joseph H. Nolan EXTENSION
M3C Manager /Postmaster ROOM NO.
ol Hartford, CT 06101-9998 2/9/83
REMARKS:
Pete:
Read,} with interest, an article in Sunday's
Hartford Courant concerning life in the country
(Worthington).
It was a pleasure to read about the good mail
service provided by your office.
Keep up the good work.
ITEM 0-13 (Additional Remarks on Reverse)

Aug. 1976 (Formerly Form 13)




UNITED STATES POST OFF
AARTFORD, CT. 06101
OFFICIAL BUSINESS
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Pete Packard
Postmaster
Worthington, MA 01098
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22 Rush St. #2
Somerville, MA 02145
Feb.-21,:-1987

Cullen S. Packard

Postmaster

Worthington, MA 01098-9998

Dear Postmaster Packard

I want to thank you for your informative letter and the
clippings, about the Worthington post office. They were indeed
quite useful, I am very glad to have all that information you
were able to share with me. I really apppreciate your taking the
time to help me, and your willingness to share the clippings.
Please accept my apologies for taking so long to get them copied,
and to thank you.

Again, thank you very much. I have added your name to the
list of those whose very important help shall be acknowledged.

Si cerely, Zi:)
) ’\/kCJ,J/'L

'Kelv1n Kindahl




10 — Daily Hampshire Gazette — Wednesday, Feb. 2, 1966

o m——— B e g

Elictowny NEwWs

Chesterfield — Cummington — Goshen
Huntington — Haydenville
Plainfield — Worthington

Williamsburg

WORTHINGTON—Acting Postmaster Cullen S. Packard turns the crank and zip, zip,
zip, the letters roll through the “new” cancelling machine. At least the antiguated
machine is new in Worthington, though it was retired from service in another area post
office where it had been gathering dust until recently. Throush most of the past Christ-
mas rush when previous records for heavy mail were hroken, Worthington's outgoing mail
was still cancelled by hand—thump, thump, thump. While visiting another post office,
the hand crank cancelling machine, which had been replaced with a modern one, caught
Mr. Packard’s eve. He made inquiries and alter & requisition was made through
proper channels, the old machine arrived in Worthingion to heain a new lease on life.
Greatly ‘speeding up the old hand cancelling routine. the machine has come into its own
again and is receiving the respect due such an important fixture.
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First Postal Card Ever Mailed
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Card to Go

¥ Drinted by Morgan Env

in 1873 and Sent by
to Burt, N. E. H

Lost to sight for many Yyears, the
first postal card to g0 through the

mails in the United States was Te-
1cent1_\f found and was brought back
| yesterday to this city, where it was

printed by the Morgan Envelope Com-

pany and mailed lon May 12, 1873,

by S. S. Bumstead, coal dealer, to
- | Henry M. Burt, founder of the New
HEngland Homestead, bearing this

message:

“May 12, 1873

This is the first

“H. M. Burt, Esq.
sent through |

Postal card issued and
the United States mail,
Reply
S.'S. BUMSTEAD.”
The newspaper clipping attached
was as follows: .
“Springfield, Mass., May 12. Spe-
cial Agent Tyner of the Post Office
Department made the first shipment
of postal cards to postmasters to-day,
sending an agsgregate of three mil-
lions to the principal post offices of
the country. Two million more will
be sent to-morrow, and hereafter all
requisitions from the department will
be promptly filled.
'h the

Bumstead, Coal Dealer,
ometead Founder

or less prominence in their day—
governors, congressmen an
many
my

elope Company in City

d authors,
of them personal friends of
father. Having glanced them
through I put the book with its con-
tents in my briefcase and took the
bus for home.

“But my curiosity was unsatisfied
and, while on the way, I opened
the briefcase and took out at random
a letter—written, I believe, by Charles

Delano, Northampton lawyer, once a ship;
member of Congress—and within its ‘ 13 yea

folds was the long missing postal 13 yerd

card.

Mr. Stone showed an unused postal
card of the same issue, certified by
George W. Tyner, government agent
supervising the manufacture of the
cards and their shipment, to have
been taken from the first perfect sheet
printed which was accepted by the
department April 30, twelve days be-
fore the first issue to the public.
Another card shown by Mr. Stone bore
the advertisement of Mr. Bumstead,
being one of the first lot ever used
for the purpose.

“he first card to pass throug
mails of the United States was sent
f this city to

by S. S. Bumstead o
H. M. Burt of the New England
Homestead.” 3 :
llowing The card had its first public - ex-
‘thlehex; hibition last evening at a meeting
t—Tiyn- of the Springfield Stamp Club at the
\'ict(;ry residence of  E. E. Thompson. Its
' | history was told by the discoverer,

R0k, Frank H. Burt of! Arlington, son of

,%ﬁ?;feeé\the recipient of the card, after a

les, and l talk by William C. Stone of this city

be 352, 0on the history of the postal cards
'™ of the United States.

«] knew that my father received

z the card,” said Mr., Burt, “and 1 saw

NG \it a few tiges but| never knew what

n Blum, | had hecome ol it. My father died

peech to|in 1899 and m!' mother came to live
i .| wi » in Newtdn, bringing many
ight for with me In 4 g ,

g % of. his papers, but she knew nothing

s “not ‘ Arlington I was clearing ‘out my at-
ories,” | tic in Newton and found, in one of
£ “the | the boxes, a blank book with a quan-
peo- | tity of letters between its leaves. These
essing | proved to pe autograph Iletters of
{the '60s and 'T0s from men of more

n the ;
The | of the card and 1 gave it up as lost.
refer- “Having moved from Newton to.

He also showed an unused card
of the same issue, on the back of
which was printed in old English

type: “Compliments of E. Morgan”,
head of the Morgan Envelope Com-
pany, and below in small italies;
“From the first package of postal
¢ards sold by the United States.” This
card was given Mr. Stone by a son
of Mr. Morgan, who found it among
his father's effects after the latter's
death.

Mr. Burt, a graduate of the Spring-
| field High School (1878), is a lawyer
and shorthand repbrter and was for-
merly published of *“Among the
Clouds”, a summer newspaper found-
ed by his father and printed on Mt.
‘Washington.

Longmeadow

Atty. Bodfish Is
Again President

: Th
Communitv Brotherhood Re- |iectu
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By DOROTHY POTTER

WORTHINGTON — Ready for
the holiday rush Postmaster
Cullen S. ‘Pete’” Packard
greets customers from behind
a new window in the recently
gxpanded Worthington Post Of-

ce.

Residents who visit the Post
Office daily to collect their mail
from rented boxes were startled
on a recent morning to find
that overnight the Post Office
had been transformed and turn-
ed about. The new windows
were set up where the mail
boxes used to be. The giant
honeycomb of mail cubicles was
moved to the side and enlarged

WORTHINGTON—A new look in the small post office

Post Office Is Revampedi | %

i i

will

to 200 boxes where there had
been 150 before.

In addition to processing mail
for some 145 boxholders, the
village Post Office sorts corre-
spondence for 100 residents on
delivery routes on the Hunting-
ton Rd., to Windsor and to Wil-
liamsburg. :

Postmaster “Pete” is the sec-
ond generation of his family
behind the mail window. His
father, Merwin Packard, retir-
ed three years ago after serv-
ing as village postmaster for
40 years.

The Post Office shares quar-
ters in a 108-year-old building
with the general store, the

- iy

-way m el o 3

S

greet the rush of Christmas

*

Corners Grocery, owned by the
Packards. The Post Office-store
complex serves as the “nerve
center’”” for the hilltown and
Postmaster ‘‘Pete’’ is often call-
ed upon to be a one-man ‘‘In-
formation Please.” It has often
been all in a day's work to:
welcome new residents; give
directions to lost travelers; re-
ceive and transmit emergency
firecalls; locate lost children
and pets; arrange ambulance
runs; distribute cigars for proud
new parents; manage collec-
tions for bereaved families; run
errands and deliveries for shut-
ins; answer questions on local
history and community events,
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Corners Grocery, owned by the
Packards. The Post Office-store
complex serves as the ‘‘nerve
center’’ for the hilltown and
Postmaster ‘“‘Pete’”’ is often call-
ed upon to be a one-man ‘‘In-
formation Please.” It has often
been all in a day’s work to:
welcome new residents; give
directions to lost travelers; re-
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errands and deliveries for shut-
ins; answer questions on local
history and community events.
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arriet Osgood:

y JANET DIMOCK

'HINGTON — She’s a fa-
ight to the many folks who
(_ially at the Worthington
fice next to the Corners
' Store to pick up their

2t Osgood’s 25 years of
d work was rewarded re-
vhen U.S. postal officials
d her with a silver serv-
n recognition of the many
f sorting mail, selling
weighing packages and
ities that fall on a post
1ployee in a small town.
hough she admits to an
al thought about retire-
it says she would miss the
fe of the post office. “I
le,”’” she explains.

uburban
potlight

ost office like this, you
now every single thing,”
rved. Unlike her postal
rts in more metropoli-
S, she has had to be
vith all the tasks at hand
sionally fill in for the
T,

an working in the small,
on o_ffice on Sept. 17,
the invitation of then
er Merwin Packard.
vas looking for an addi-
ker and he approached
sood. With her oldest
working and her two
ghters in high school,
d to take the job, espe-
ce she could walk to
1 her nearby home on
oad.

", she was not so sure
late husband Kenneth
as enthusiastic. “Ken
ik that women should

s

25 years of dedicated

HARRIET OSGOOD, left, acce
s y pts a 25-year service pin from
Worthington Postmaster Cullen Packarcly recently. Thg occas-
:u:lq brought out many memories of the years she has spent
elling stamps and keeping the post office running smoothly.

(Photo by Janet Dimock)

work,” she explained. Thus, she
turned to Packard to speak to her
husband on her behalf. As it
turned out, Osgood thought the
Whole thing was a “good idea.”
Looking back over the last
quarter century, there have been
a few changes around the post
office — including the location.
People used to call for their mail
inside the store where an ice
cream freezer now stands, Pack-
ard said. In fact, the postal facili-
ty has changed location within the
store five times in all, until it
came rest in the store’s addition.
The volume — and the kind of

mail — along with the number of
customers has increased through

the years, Mrs. Osgood noted.
“There’s a lot more paperwork
than there used to be,” she said.
“Star routes (the rural delivery
routes) are four times what they
used to be,” the postmaster ob-
served. And Mrs. Osgood said that
people are receiving fewer pack-
ages percentage-wise plus “a lot
more junk mail.”” Demand for
locked " postal boxes has really
jumped in the past few years to
the point where there now is a
waiting list, something which nev-
er happened in the past, she said.
In those early days, those that
did not have their mail delivered
on a rural route could call for
their mail at the service window.

_’pst office se

rvice

Letters would be handed to them
by the post office worker. There
were no individual locked boxes
for people to open, she said.

More time was spent boning up
on post office regulations, howev-
er, now the changes come too fast
to even keep track of them. ‘‘We
used to study the rules, they
didn’t change like they do now.
You can’t keep up with it,”’ she
lamented.

The rural post office also has to
deal with bulk mailings and issu-
ing private postal meters, a job
that didn’t exist two decades ago.

Mrs. Osgood has expressed sat-
isfaction with her job and says
she never hankered for advance-
ment, even when she had the
chance to be post mistress for a
spell.

She took over temporarily when
Merwin Packard retired after 40
years on the job. After six weeks
on the job, she gladly turned the
reins of the post office over to
Packard’s son, Cullen ‘Pete’
Packard.

Mrs. Osgood does admit howev-
er that she has one regret. The
town has grown so fast in recent
years that she no longer knows all
the people who come here. “You
don’t know anybody any more,”
she.said. Packard added that at
one time he could recognize any-
one at the post office window
without even turning around. Cus-
tomers became so familiar after
awhile that they could all be
recognized by the sound of “their
voice.

After years of sorting mail, and
selling thousands — perhaps mil-
lions — of stamps, Mrs. Osgood
summed up her 25 years behind
the post office window. “It’s kind
of fun.”
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Lois Ashe Brown
238-7761

“Welcome to Worthington’’
reception set for Sunday

WORTHINGTON— The third
annual ‘““Welcome to
Worthington’’ reception will be
held Sunday afternoon from 3 to
5 at the Library, in combination
with an open house to show off
the new bookcases and the
Library’s rearrangement.

Joan Donovan and Lois Ashe
Brown will host the event with

Marcia Zimmer coordinating
local
organizations, which have been |

representatives of all
asked to contribute $1 toward the
cost of the party.
The first and second floors of
the Library have been completely
sarranged in recent weeks to
«ake room for new bookcases
d to move books down to the
st floor to make them more
~essible. The large conference
te that has been on the first
= since 1915 has been
‘ed on the second floor

where it is more convenient for
use at meetings.

The Rice Memorial Room at
the middle of the second floor
has been turned over to the
Historical Society for their
displays and storage and access to
their historical records. The
Society also uses the North Room
for storage of town history
records. |

Local organizations are invited
to join in the reception and to
promote their groups | in

' welcoming new residents.

Children will have their own

" refreshments and storytelling and

entertainment in ‘‘their roomn”’
during the reception. This will be
a golden opportunity for lall
organizations to both recruit new
members in each interest group

and to extend neighborly
greetings, according to Mrs.
Donovan.

* Lottery Council announces
" of Susan Yard Harris’ works

IGTON— Accord-
DeMott of the
Arts Lottery

up has planned a
. of artist Susan
hang at the
2eks, beginning
18. The public
2ing reception
turday at 4

pen and ink, has illustrated
children’s books and has shown
her major works in many exhib-
its, here and in New York City.
Her drawings for John Jildr’s
book ““Wild Berry Moon,’” a
story about a pig and a sna}(e,
have made a name for her as'an
illustrator. Her husbarnd,
Mordicai Gerstein, also illustrates
~=d writes children’s books.

WORTHINGTON— Worth-
ington postmarks are going to be
hard to come by if the present
postal service has its way.

According to a notice posted
last week by Postmaster Cullen S.
Packard, anyone wishing their
outgoing mail to bear a Worth-
ington postmark must deposit it
in the slot marked LOCAL. That
mail will then be run by hand
through the antique cancelling
machine shown in this picture.

All other outgoing mail will be
dumped into canvas mail bags to
be cancelled at the big General
Mail facility in Springfield.

The Worthington post office
was established on July 1, 1796 as
the first one between Northamp-
ton and Pittsfield on the Boston
to Albany Turnpike. According
to the records, Asa Bigelow was
the first postmaster. He served
until 1805 when William Ward
was appointed. Ward served for
35 years, at the same time
operating the general store at
Worthington Corners. He was
followed by Hiram Bagg for only
a year and then re-appointed for
seven years. Simeon Clapp served
for a brief year and a half and
then Ward came back for
another two years before finally
retiring.

From Ward’s retirement in
1850 until 1925 when the late
Merwin F. Packard was appoin-
ted, the local office was served by
Edward C. Porter for nine years,
Clark H. Bates for three years,
Horace Cole I for nineteen years,
Charles K. Brewster for six years,
then Horace Cole II for twenty-
five years, and Edward J. Bligh
for eleven years.

Merwin Packard nearly
matched Ward’s record when he
retired in 1965 with a 40 year

Worthington Post Office is 200 years old

Postmaster Packard is preserving the Worthington postmark,
cancelling stamps with this antique cancelling machine.
(Photo courtesy of Lois Brown)

record. He was succeeded by his
son, Cullen who has held the post
for 21 years.

In earlier times, Worthington
had post offices at other sites in

town. Postmarks from West
Worthington, Ringville, and
South Worthington are

collector’s items today. Over the
years, those small offices were
phased out and their patrons are
now served by rural free delivery
routes run out of the main ofice
at Worthington Corners.

Increased revenue and growth
of this community has graduated
Worthington’s post office
upward to second class.

Except for a time when the
post office was located in the

Bates home on Buffington Hill
Road, it has been at the same site
where it is today as a part of the
general store complex. When fire
destroyed an earlier building in
1855, the present building was
put up by Horace Cole I who also
built several of the homes around
the Corners.

Just as towns lose their identity
when they lose their post office,
as so many small towns have
found to their sorrow, so also do
they lose it when their mail no
longer bears the postmark of
their town. Some may not care,
but for those who do, Postmaster
Packard will still cancel their
stamps with the Worthington
postmark.
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