Halt of Worthington

By JOAN LIVINGSTON

WORTHINGTON — Some resi-
dents here are criticizing the Con-
servation Commission because of
that board’s attempts to halt the
expansion of a pond on Chuckle-
brook Farm owned by Thomas Pari-
seleti.

About 13 people last night told the
selectmen they were concerned
about the commission’s enforce-
ment order, which had stopped con-
struction at the pond site last
Friday.

The commission had voted unan-
animously to issue the order be-
cause of two onsite violations of the
Wetlands Act — the contamination
of a stream, which flows from the
existing pond, with silt from the
work area and the stockpiling of soil
excavated from the construction
site in a wetland area.

After meeting with Pariseleti Sun-
day and reviewing his plans to
correct the measure, the commis-
sion lifted the order Monday. How-
ever, the project remains on hold

nding an investigation by the
Army Corps of Engineers.

Critical of role

Some residents at the meeting
were critical of the role they felt
Sally Sheperdson, secretary of the

Conservation Commission, had
played in the enforcement order.

“One person (Sheperdson) has
exerted influence over the board,”’
said Lois Ashe Brown of Elderberry
Lane, who asked that Sheperdson’s
appointment be revoked. Brown
said that Sheperdson has only lived
in town for six months and is not a
landowner, yet she can call a halt to
an expensive project involving
heavy equipment.

“She has polarized the town!”’
Brown said.

«] think that’s absurd,” Select-
man Stephen Kulik commented. He
noted that there are seven members
of the commission and he advised
the group to talk to them about their
actions.

Selectmen also noted that an offi-
cial’s appointment cannot be re-
voked, but added that an official
may be asked to resign or may not
be reappointed for another term.

Sheperdson, contacted at her
home following the meeting, howev-
er, declined to comment about the
matter.

Town ‘got along well’

“This town got along well for 200
years without a Conservation Com-
mission,”” Brown said. She stated
she feels the same way about the
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