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Thirty residents testify in Boston

By Elodi McBride
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Residents from Worthington at the State House where they offered testimony
and support of the Town of Worthington®s withdrawal from the Gateway

Regional School District
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relative 1o the withdrawal of the town
from the Gateway Regional School
District, which was filed by Eep.
Stephen Kuolik and Rep. Benjamin
Downing. A panel of six residents
were given a period of tme o make
their stalemenis,

Tom Wisnauckas introduced the
Ad Hoc Education Committee’s plan
to meet the needs of the wown’s chil-
dren. He outlined the plan for oper-
ating an independent school system
for grades Kindergarien to sixth, and
tuitioning out grades seven o 12 o
Hampshire Regional. His point was
that the committee was nol abandon-
ing the regional model, bot just shift-
ing 1o a union model within a different
district.

John MacDonald addressed the
commitment 1o education after the ele-
mentary school’s closing. The creation
of the private school, K.H. Conwell
Community Education Center, which
served the elementary age children in
town wiis 2 solution.  Eliea Lake spoke
of her returning to live in Worthington.
she spoke on the incredible support
of Worthington's residents for edu-
cation and its overwhelming support
fior the withdrwal and the opening of
a public school. She was extremely
proad of living in such “an extraondi-
nary place.” Bev Bowman gave her
background as an educator in town and
spoke on Russell H. Conwell and his
book, “Acres of Diamonds.™

Dick Wagner addressed the towns”
funding priorities. Alex Lak talked on
both about the Goancial capability of
the town to support a school, and about

the incredible importance of communi-
ty invalvement in children’s lives,

Then Julia Sharron testified as a
mother and community member, and
Gireichen Eliason testified as a privale
citizen about the financial implications
of the withdrawal,

Afterwards, those from
Worthington felt that that the town's
position was well expluned and wene
hopeful. However, it was undeter-
mined how this request was received
by the state board,

Debbic Cames-Reilly said, “This
evenl wis a culmination of efforts of
those who testified on Thursday, the
people from 1own, the voles of the
meetings, the letiers of suppori, and
the group of the people who attended
the hearing at the State House”

She continued, “IU's nol just a
school issue, bul a communily one as
well, There are ripple effects, such as
less families moving here

Janet Dimock said, “Wonhinglon
made a good presentation on the sub-
ject that needed to be addressed.”

Eliza Lake thought that the hear-
ing went well, and that Worthington
presenied iiself as a commumnity that
cares deeply about the educational
future of its children.

All of this will be taken under
advisement by the Joimt Commities
and then there will be a vote.

Before everyone left, Rep Stephen
Kulik gave a tour of the House and
Senate Chambers and the Hall of Flags
to anyone who would like o go. They
poized for a picture on the Grand
Staircase.




